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Bias Attack on Missouri Mosque Worker Deserves Hate Crime 
Charge  
 
 
Hearing set for Nov. 24 for man who allegedly threatened worker with knife, gun  

BREAKING: Muslim-Basher Feels Heat Over Finances  

Video: CAIR Rep Discusses Airport Screening on 'O'Reilly Factor'  

CAIR: 'Museum of Tolerance' Being Built on Muslim Cemetery 

(WASHINGTON, D.C., 11/19/2010) --  

A prominent national Muslim civil rights and advocacy organization is asking that hate crime 
charges be filed against a Missouri man going to court next week for an allegedly bias-motivated 
assault last August on a worker at a mosque under construction in that state.  

The Washington-based Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) said the alleged assailant 
asked the worker at the Islamic Society of Greater St. Joseph in St. Joseph, Mo., whether he 
understood that he was building something for "people not from the United States" who are "trying 
to take over the United States."  

According to a signed police statement from the worker, who is not Muslim, the alleged assailant 
said, "Do you know that this building ain't gonna stand." The alleged assailant also reportedly 
threatened the worker with a knife and a handgun and claimed he was with an organization that was 
"going to see to it that the building didn't stand."  

Police apprehended the alleged attacker and charged him with 3rd degree assault (Case Number 
10BU-CR02149 at http://www.courts.mo.gov/). He was later released on his own recognizance. A 
hearing in the case is set for November 24. 

In a letter to the lead prosecutor, CAIR National Legal Counsel Nadhira Al-Khalili wrote that a hate 
crime occurs "when a perpetrator targets a victim because of his or her perceived membership in a 
certain social group, and in this instant, [the victim] was physically and verbally assaulted because of 
his affiliation with the Islamic center." 

Al-Khalili called for an enhanced hate crime penalty pursuant to Missouri Statute 565.070; 
subdivisions (1), (3) and (4) of subsection 1 of section 565.090.  

CAIR is America's largest Muslim civil liberties and advocacy organization. Its mission is to 
enhance the understanding of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect civil liberties, empower American 
Muslims, and build coalitions that promote justice and mutual understanding.  

CONTACT:  

CAIR National Communications Director Ibrahim Hooper, 202-744-7726, or 202-488-8787, E-Mail: 
ihooper@cair.com; CAIR Communications Coordinator Amina Rubin, 202-488-8787, 202-341-
4171, E-Mail: arubin@cair.com 

 

Fair Use Notice 

This site contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized 
by the copyright owner. We are making such material available in our efforts to advance 
understanding of environmental, political, human rights, economic, democracy, scientific, and social 
justice issues, etc. We believe this constitutes a 'fair use' of any such copyrighted material as 
provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law. In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 
107, the material on this site is distributed without profit to those who have expressed a prior 
interest in receiving the included information for research and educational purposes. For more 
information go to: http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml. If you wish to use copyrighted 
material from this site for purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair use', you must obtain 

Editorial Note: The following news reports are summaries from original sources. They may also 
include corrections of Arabic names and political terminology. Comments are in parentheses. 
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