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NASHVILLE — A spokesman for a national Islamic organization said he appreciates Gov. Phil Bredesen’s 

comments urging Tennesseans to show religious tolerance toward Islamic beliefs, but he wishes the remarks 

came before a suspected arson incident at the site of a future Murfreesboro mosque. 

“That’s a good statement, but perhaps it would have been more beneficial coming earlier and also coming earlier 

in the repudiation of the voices of bigotry that have been very loud in this debate,” said Ibrahim Hooper, spokesman 

for the Council on American-Islamic Relations. 

Federal and state authorities are investigating what they say is suspected arson at the mosque site in which one 

piece of construction equipment was set ablaze and three others doused with accelerant Saturday. 

Asked about Hooper’s remarks, Bredesen press secretary Lydia Linker said Tuesday in an e-mail that “with no 

disrespect to [Hooper], the governor wasn’t asked for his thoughts by the media until yesterday, and that was after 

this escalated to a level that he feels is clearly out of line.” 

On Monday, Bredesen called on Tennesseans “to please have great respect for anyone’s religious preferences 

and their rights to practice those in the United States.” 

It was the governor’s first remarks about the mosque incident as well on the ongoing mosque controversy, which 

spilled into the political arena during the recent GOP primary for the 6th Congressional District. 

Hooper said Bredesen’s remarks were “better than never but still too late. 

He also voiced discomfort with remarks made by Republican gubernatorial nominee Bill Haslam about the 

Murfreesboro incident. 

“The [Knoxville] mayor’s faith is very important to him, and he respects the right of others to practice their faith, so 

long as they are respectful of the communities in which they live and the laws of the land,” Haslam spokesman 

David Smith told the Chattanooga Times Free Press on Monday. 

Those comments, Hooper said, carry “an implication that somehow Muslims are not respectful of the communities 

in which they live or the laws of the land. I guess that [Haslam statement] is what you’d call a back-handed 

compliment.” 

Smith did not respond to requests for comment and further clarification of Haslam’s remarks. 

Meanwhile, Hooper characterized as “very strange” comments Democratic gubernatorial nominee Mike McWherter 

made about the Murfreesboro mosque during a July debate. 

“There’s a reason why our forefathers adopted that [freedom of religion], adopted that as the First Amendment to 

our Constitution,” McWherter said. “But having said that, I truly understand the concerns in some of these 

neighborhoods about bringing these kinds of institutions in. You can’t just drop these into the middle of a very quiet 

neighborhood and expect the same quality of life.” 

Hooper said, “It was very strange. You know, kind of like we don’t want any more black families in the 

neighborhood because more might come in.” 

Attempts Tuesday to reach McWherter for comment were unsuccessful. 

 

Subscribe Here!

Only In Tomorrow's TimesFreePress 

Market’s full-circle support pays off

 

Wednesday - Sept. 22, 2010 - 1 Comment  
District Attorney drops charges against 
murder suspect 

Wednesday - Sept. 22, 2010 - - Photo  
Autumn on hold 

Wednesday - Sept. 22, 2010 - 3 Comments - 
Photo  
Grand jury gets home invasions case 

Wednesday - Sept. 22, 2010 - 1 Comment - Audio 
- Photo  
Steel, glass VW pedestrian bridge 
approved 

Wednesday - Sept. 22, 2010 - 2 Comments  
Residents express concerns for 
proposed wind energy 

Most Emailed Stories 
Montgomery-led Owls win 6-AAA 

UT’s Ayres fulfills ‘dream come true’ 

Hospital to buy Heart Institute 

Most Recently Commented Stories 
(17) Don't Ask 

(3) Mexico gets VW engine factory 

(3) Grand jury gets home invasions case 

Journeyman Carbon S 
Charleston, TN BIS FRUCON INDUSTRIAL INC  
 
Occupational Therapist 
Crossville, TN CUMBERLAND MEDICAL CENTER 
 

More jobs 

Latest News  Local/Region  Obituaries  Community Correspondents  Community News  Business  Politics  Health  News Projects  Web Exclusives  Volkswagen News  Green  North 

Georgia  

JOBS HOMES CARS SHOP CLASSIFIEDSHOME   SPORTS  ENTERTAINMENT  MULTIMEDIA  OPINION  PHOTOS   NEWS

  Search Word... 6TimesFreePress

http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/ Page 1 / 2

http://www.timesfreepress.com/sitemap
http://www.timesfreepress.com/mobileinfo/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/listrak/sub/
http://iis.timesfreepress.com/myaccount/Subscribe.aspx
http://iis.timesfreepress.com/myaccount/Subscribe_Archives.aspx
http://www.timesfreepress.com/contactus
http://www.timesfreepress.com/advertise/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/promotions
http://www.timesfreepress.com/submitevents/
mailto:feedback@timesfreepress.com
http://www.timesfreepress.com/content/woe.html
http://www.timesfreepress.com/rss
http://www.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/news/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/sports/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/entertainment/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/multimedia/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/opinion/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/photos/
http://jobs.timesfreepress.com/
http://homes.timesfreepress.com/
http://cars.timesfreepress.com/
http://shop.timesfreepress.com/
http://classifieds.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.chatterchattanooga.com/
http://fyi.timesfreepress.com/
http://community.timesfreepress.com/
http://jobs.timesfreepress.com/
http://cars.timesfreepress.com/
http://homes.timesfreepress.com/
http://shop.timesfreepress.com/
http://timesfreepress.com/news/northgeorgia/
http://spotted.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.chattamoms.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/mobileinfo/
http://www.noticiaslibres.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/breakingnews/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/local/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/obits/2010/Sep/22/
http://community.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/business/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/politics/
http://health.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/specialprojects/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/business/volkswagen/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/green/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/northgeorgia/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/sports/preps/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/sports/college/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/sports/outdoors/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/sports/golf/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/sports/nascar/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/sportscalendar/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/olympics/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/entertainment/food
http://fyi.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/entertainment/lifeentertainment/
http://chatterchattanooga.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/multimedia/localvideos/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/multimedia/multimediaproject/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/opinion/cartoons/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/opinion/times2/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/opinion/freepress/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/opinion/rants/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/opinion/letters/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/blogs/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/opinion/columns/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/photogalleries/
http://timesfreepress.mycapture.com/
http://spotted.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/photos/slideshows/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/breakingnews/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/local/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/obits/2010/Sep/22/
http://community.timesfreepress.com/
http://community.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/business/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/politics/
http://health.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/specialprojects/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/exclusives/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/business/volkswagen/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/green/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/northgeorgia/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/news/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/local/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/staff/andy-sher/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/staff/andy-sher/contact/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/mailfriend/72/154547/b5ec736bc4/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/?print
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/ipod/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&t=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.twitter.com/home?status=Currently+Reading+http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/
http://www.delicious.com/post?url=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&title=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.blogger.com/blog_this.pyra?t&u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&n=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&title=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.furl.net/storeIt.jsp?u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/t=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&title=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.timesfreepress.com/rss/
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&title=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com&summary=A%20spokesman%20for%20a%20national%20Islamic%20organization%20said%20he%20appreciates%20Gov.%20Phil%20Bredesen%E2%80%99s%20comments%20urging%20Tennesseans%20to%20show%20religious%20tolerance%20toward%20Islamic%20beliefs,%20but%20he%20wishes%20the%20remarks%20came%20before%20a%20suspected%20arson%20incident%20at%20the%20site%20of%20a%20future%20Murfreesboro%20mosque.&source=timesfreepress.com
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?popoff=0&u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&h=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&title=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&t=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.myspace.com/Modules/PostTo/Pages/?l=3&u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&t=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late&c=From%20http://www.timesfreepress.com
http://iis.timesfreepress.com/myaccount/Subscribe.aspx
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/22/district-attorney-drops-charges-against-murder-sus/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/22/autumn-hold/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/22/grand-jury-gets-home-invasions-case/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/22/steel-glass-vw-pedestrian-bridge-approved/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/22/residents-express-concerns-proposed-wind-energy/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2009/feb/21/montgomery-led-owls-win-6-aaa/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/21/uts-ayres-fulfills-dream-come-true/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/16/hospital-buy-heart-institute/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/22/dont-ask/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/22/mexico-gets-vw-engine-factory/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/22/grand-jury-gets-home-invasions-case/
http://jobs.timesfreepress.com/
http://shop.timesfreepress.com/
http://jobs2.timesfreepress.com/careers/jobsearch?new=1&searchType=advanced
http://jobs.timesfreepress.com/jobs_companies.htm
http://jobs.timesfreepress.com/
http://home.timesfreepress.com/
http://cars.timesfreepress.com/


 

 

Share/Bookmark This Page 
 

0 Comments 
 

Posted comments do not represent the opinions of the Chattanooga Times Free Press. Profanities, slurs and libelous remarks 

are prohibited. For more information you can view our Publication Information, Privacy Policy, Terms and Conditions and Ethics 

policy.  

Post a comment 

Commenting requires registration. 

Username:  

Password:  (Forgotten your password?) 

Comment: 

 

55

66

Preview comment

Classifieds/Place and Ad 

Jobs 

Homes 

Cars 

Find a Business 

Shop 

Search Local Items 

 

 

Go

6Standard search

5

6

Search:   

Popular Searches 

Apartments in Chattanooga 

Attorneys in Chattanooga 

Auto Dealers in Chattanooga 

Auto Parts in Chattanooga 

Auto Repair in Chattanooga 

Beauty Salons in Chattanooga 

Car Rental in Chattanooga 

Dentists in Chattanooga 

Search

 

 
$32,990 

2008 Buick Enclave 
Integrity 

Automotive 

View All Featured 
Vehicles 

$395,000  

 

Chattanooga, TN  

KELLER WILLIAMS 

REALTY  

More Details...  

© Copyright, permissions and privacy policy, Ethics policy - Copyright ©2010, Chattanooga Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. 
This document may not be reprinted without the express written permission of Chattanooga Publishing Company, Inc. 

http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/ Page 2 / 2

http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&t=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.twitter.com/home?status=Currently+Reading+http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/
http://www.delicious.com/post?url=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&title=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.blogger.com/blog_this.pyra?t&u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&n=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&title=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.furl.net/storeIt.jsp?u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/t=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&title=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.timesfreepress.com/rss/
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&title=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com&summary=A%20spokesman%20for%20a%20national%20Islamic%20organization%20said%20he%20appreciates%20Gov.%20Phil%20Bredesen%E2%80%99s%20comments%20urging%20Tennesseans%20to%20show%20religious%20tolerance%20toward%20Islamic%20beliefs,%20but%20he%20wishes%20the%20remarks%20came%20before%20a%20suspected%20arson%20incident%20at%20the%20site%20of%20a%20future%20Murfreesboro%20mosque.&source=timesfreepress.com
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?popoff=0&u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&h=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&title=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&t=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late%20-%20timesfreepress.com
http://www.myspace.com/Modules/PostTo/Pages/?l=3&u=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/sep/01/islamic-spokesman-says-bredesens-mosque-comments-a/&t=Islamic%20spokesman%20says%20Bredesen's%20mosque%20comments%20are%20nice,%20but%20too%20little%20too%20late&c=From%20http://www.timesfreepress.com
http://www.timesfreepress.com/accounts/register/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/accounts/password_reset/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2007/nov/12/publication-information-privacy-policy-terms-and-c/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/ethicspolicy/
http://shop.timesfreepress.com/
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/apartments.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/attorneys.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/auto+dealers.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/auto+parts.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/auto+repair.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/beauty+salons.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/car+rental.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/dentists.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/doctors.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/flowers.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/hotels.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/insurance.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/loans.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/mortgages.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/movers.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/pizza.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/realtors.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/restaurants.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/storage.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/tax+preparation.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn/travel.zq.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/allads.q.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/chattanooga+tn.z.html
http://yp.timesfreepress.com/
http://cars.timesfreepress.com/
http://homes.timesfreepress.com/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2007/nov/12/publication-information-privacy-policy-terms-and-c/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/ethicspolicy/

