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Why was CAIR established? 

The CO;Jncil on American-Islamic 
Relations (CAIR) is a nonproiit, grassroots 
membership organization. We have headquar
ters in Washin~ton, D.C., and CAIR chapters 
. exist or are being formed in most major cities 
across America. 

CAIR was established to promote a 
positive image of Islam and Muslims in 
America. We believe misrepresentations of 
Islam are most often the result of ignorance 
on the part of non-Muslims and reluctance on 
the part of Muslims to articulate their cause. 

What is CAIR's mission? 

CAIR is dedicated to presenting an Is
lamic perspective on issues of importancl: to 
the American public. In offering that perspec
tive, we seek to empower the Muslim con: 
munity in America through politir.a! and so
cialactivism. 

How does CAlR carry out its mission? 

Media Relations 
We work with media professional;; 

around America to help shape a positive im
age of Islam. CAIR activists also monitor the 

. local, national and intematior.al media to chal
lenge negative stereotypes ofIslam and Mus
lims. 

Conferences and Seminars 
We Ol5Jl1ize conferences and seminars 

for media profe~liionals, government offichls 

and the academic community.lbese events are 
designed to present othel'\\~se unavaiJable in
formation about Islam and Muslims. 

Publications 
A variety of publications adt:lressing 

the needs of Muslims in America are offered 
to opinion leaders and the pubiic. We also pub
lish a quarterly newsletter CAIR Neil'S. 

CAIR also prodl!ces practical hand
books, such as "Hajj and Ramadall Publicity 
Resource Kits .. " for use by Muslim leaders and 
activists. 

Action Alen's 
CAIR issues action alerts to ~ocal com

munities as a means of promoting local activ
ism and generating a grassroots response on 
importar.: issues. We believe local response is 
a key factor in making our voices heard. 

Research 
CAm undertakes research on subjects 

releva1'lt to the: America .. 'l Muslim community, 
including gathering data for an annual report 
on the staius of Muslim civil rights. This re
port detaiis anti-Muslim bias and violence. 

Position papers on a variety of issues 
relating to Muslims in America are produced 
as requ;red. 

Anti-Discrimination Work 
CAIR wt:!ks through its legal advisors 

and local activists in figMing <.Iiserlmination 
of any type directed against Muslims i" 
America. Tllis discrimination often relates to 
misuse oflslamic symbols or tJ viola!i{1lI of 
civil rights in the workplace. 

.. 

Lobbying 
We lobby American. political leaders 

on issues related to ISlam and Muslims in 
America. Issues of par'J,'Ular interest include 
freedom of expression .\\Ild. relig.ious practice 
for Muslims in AmeriCf~ 

Training/Outreach 
CAIR trains AIllt:riQl,;' Muslim co;:! .. 

munity activists and !;:adcN ~t' l~h~l;G'':;S of 
effective media and public .re.iacior~;:;, lobbying 
and public speaking. EXp~'ls.l1re !!.'\"aii:lble to 
offer seminars in local comrmmitiCj, 

Internships 
CAIR offers internshipli to s.udents 

and other interested individuals \\'hc wish to 
gain experience in media relatk\·,~';. political 
acti.vism and anti-discrimination· \wl.>tk. 

Inter·Faith Relations 
Islam places much litress ori' promot

ing mutual respect and good relations,hi:UWcen 
followers of the Abrah!':aic faith!!. CAIR 
wl)rks toward this goal through publie t:l~lIca
tion and inter-faith cooperation. 

How can I help? 

Membership in CAIR is open to indi
viduals who share our goals and plinciples . 
You can help us achieve our goals by 1) using 
the attached application form to become a 
member, 2) establishing your own CAlR chap
ter, and 3) donating gene.ously to help defray 
the expenses involved in this work. 
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